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FROM THE DESK OF THE
DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT

Hello members,

Well here we are at another Holiday season. | hope
that this month's message finds everyone
beginning to recover from these two storms.
Please as members of the Auxiliary to the VFW
remember that there are a number of Florida
Members out there that still need our support. This
is the perfect t time of year to go above and beyond
to reach out and see where you can help.

Also please let your members in need know that
there is no need for pictures if they are asking the
Auxiliary for assistance. How ever if they feel
better sending them they may.

As areminder, itis also the time of year that you
need to be surethat ALLyour§ n 'n R &tk are t
paid, as they will end up being removed as of
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From Team Florida

| would like to leave
you with this:

J¥\ct as though what
you do makes a
difference, It doesh-Ll
Josiah Soto.

And | love this quote
about life | found
"Life is like riding a
bicycle. To keep your
balance, you must
keep moving w-LAlIbert
Einstein
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So, keep moving all you Volunteers. We remain United
as Team Florida, Making us Florida Strong.

We are"

"1 Family, 1 Voice, 1 Team."

Thanks,

Virginia "Ginger " Brehmer

VFWA Department of Florida President.

December 31st. And if they or any other members
whose dues are not paid, andhey wereaffected

by Helene or Milton, it would be a good time to
discuss paying the Perdiem for them. What a
great way to support your Officers and members
and a great holiday jester.

Speaking of. Membership, we Are a bit behind, and it
is going to be rough for some of you who have been
hit so hard by these storms. With entire towns and
communities totally destroyed, it is a long road to
membership goals, and | am very proud of the ones
you have reached so far. Get those renewal notices
out there and take the time to contact members to
see if they need help.

| also want to thank you for your work on our
programs. Please keep the reports coming. We love
to read them!

You are all great and valuable members, and without
you wecould not do what we do in supporting our
Veterans and their families. Thank you!
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JANUARY 24th -26th 2025
WEST GATE LAKES RESORT
9500 TURKEY LAKE ROAD, ORLANDO, FL

For reservations call 877-502-7058

You must tell Reservations state Group Code 67-886
Studio Rate: $108.00 plus tax, 2 Bedroom Suite Rate: $174 plus tax

Check-out: 10:00 a.m.
Deadline: By 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 02, 2025

Check-in: 4:00 p.m.

Parking is Complimentary to all guests.
Department is not responsible if you wait too long to make your

servations.



Fall Conference
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Volunteers

Healing with kindness, §
Caring, and Compassion E]

RecognitionandSupport

New volunteers are needed more now than ever at our \
hospitals, Clinics, C.L.C.s, and Domiciliary. ad/eolunteers
create a friendly, caringatmosphereno matter where we are.

Herearetipsfor recruiting ankeepingrolunteers:

 Sigmup sheetsfor regularevents.
I Emails and phone calisr specialevents.

i Bedetailed about what the volunteerswill be doing, with
timesanddates.

1 FindouteachLJS NAiefeStsandstrengths.

I If someonesaysd y 2o¢the first invitation, be sureto ask
again!

 Publicecognitionof Volunteers.

MALT Ahasinformation onbecomingavolunteer, recruiting,
howto donateto the HOSPITAEUND.

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT RECOGNITION
How the VFW Auxiliary members participate:

1. Make items such as lap blankets, hats, cards,
snhacks, etc.

2. Participate in events and projects at VA
facilities voted on by your Auxiliary.

3. Fundraise for the Department Hospital fund.
4. Promote projects and volunteer opportunities
to your Auxiliary and Community.

5. Present Hospital Volunteer recognition
certificates.

SWANDGY!I qWRUT R2RI 2 ¢ 0 W2
Department of Florida website.

7. Volunteer hours earned can be reported to
your Auxiliary and the V.A.

Recruit volunteers:

T CERTIFIED HOSPITAL VOLUNTEERS Auxiliar
members who register with the V.A.
TOCCASIONAL VOLUNTEERS Auxiliary memb
not certified at the V.A.

1SPONSORED VOLUNTEERS Nauxiliary
members over the age of 14.

Dates for Hospital Program Projects for
volunteers:

VeterandDayNovember 1,recognizendcelebrate.
Christmas, Caroling, candy canes, ahder
Saluteto Veteranpatientweek.Februaryl0-14,2025.
Takecardscandy(sugarfree),and loveto aVAfacility.
VietnamVeteranDay ,mostVAhospitalshavea
ceremonywherewe canvolunteerby handing out
water, cardssnacks.
MemorialDay,Volunteerdor the tags& flagstables,
creatingagardenof flagsat eachVA facility.

VAVS REPRESENTATIVES & DEPUTIES

Are the link between the VA and the Auxiliary.

* Sign up today and keep our Auxiliaries informed of
Yel WeWqWl ¢ Ukt WOWWIT + oW

*Work with the VA to organize special events for you
Auxiliaries.

Chairperson:
Karen Heikkila, Hospital Chairman
hospitalauxfl@yahoo.com


mailto:hospitalauxfl@yahoo.com

Coastal Clean - up

Post 4209 in Ocala FL. Partnered up with
International Coastal Clean - up, to help Clean up
the trash at one of their local parks, Silver
Springs, State Park. The 4 Auxiliary and 2 Post
members worked to collect 3.5 Lbs of trash.

Auxiliary Outreach Program

On September 19th three members of
Auxiliary 7909, District 6 (Margaret

Latimer, Kathy Wright, and Kathy Danahoo)
helped with food distribution at Trinity

Lutheran Church.

Auxiliary 7909 Celebrat es 98th Birthday

On October 14th Auxiliary 7909 in District 6 celebrated
the 98th birthday of Nell Mathis, one of their members
who still attends meetings. She has been a member of
the Auxiliary for 54 years. She also regularly attends
Wednesday night bingo, She was presented with
another cake on October 16, 2024.

VFW Post 7721Charters Cub Scout Troop

VFW Post 7721 has officially chartered Cub Scout Troop 7721; Auxiliary member Kristen Downey was

instrumental in seeking out our post as the official location for their troop.  Official induction was done in

late September with all the paperwork making it official with national cub scout organization. Since the start

of only 15 Scouts the troop has already grown to 35, donations have come to help support building this troop
so they can get their official 7721 patches, but also to support the popcorn sales for fund raising.
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