LEGISLATIVE o

We the Quxiliary ; Can Be An Advocate, Be Informed, Be Engaged

Keep, learning the priority goals
Keep encouraging people to sign up for Action Corps
Keep reading pending legislation and acting on them

If you are writing BILLS to your representatives, please communicate with our VFW Legislative advocates. They will help

you in the process. Communication, is essential for successfully completing our goals.
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Unaddressed Toxic Exposures
he VEW's Concern:

Congress muest vigorously monitor Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) compliance with the Sergeant First
Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise 1o Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Ace of 2022, comumonty
called the PACT Act, (o mssure the continuous review of new presamptive conditions relsed (o toxic exposcares
The law directs VA 1o ansounce in the Federal Register, at least annually, its selections of militsry environmental
exposures and adverse health ouwtcomes for formal evaluation, Informed by the established research working
group. Subsequent public comments. Input from Velens Service Organtzations, and information complled by
the Nottonal Academies of Sclences. Enginecring, and Medicine should assist VA in 1ty evaluation of new
presumptive conditions for servies connection

While the PACT Act Incloded a list of conditions assoclated with exposure o particale matter and herbicides.
sinee the law's enactment velerans bave informed the VEW they have other conditions selated (o toxic expostres.
during thelr tme in sesvice, These b lude but are sot Henbted 10 ol exposure at the Kashi-Khanaboad (K2)
Alr Base In Uzbekistan: Incidents of reproductive issues and other health conditions related to water
contamination at Fort McClellan, Alabamu; reports of Mgher rates of cancer armong militacy pilots: and conditions
assochated with nuchear testing and wisste cleamup. Veterans have reported exposure 10 firefighting foam and other
mantertals exposing them to per- and polyfluooroalky | substances (FFAS) There bas been concern about the bmpact
of the waler contumination lom (he Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Foacllity o Joint Base Pear] Hosbor-Hickam,
Hoawall. The VEFW has even bad veterans report anomalous health incidents (Havana Syndrome), radiological
oxposures, and the use of burn pits in locations not carrently covered by the PACT Act. These highlight the need
for VA 10 comply with the faw to ensure it has a functional and transparent presurmptive process

Fhe VEW urges Congress to:

Require VA 1o publicly post snoouncements, updiatos, and current statuses of susearch pertaining 1o proesamptive
concditions from service-conmected exposures

Conduct oversight heanngs o ensure VA's compliance with the PACT Act for the ongoing evaluation of
conditions assoctted with toxic exposures

Please call or write your representatives
regarding this important issue.

We can educate our local
leaders by writing letters,
making phone calls and sending
emails. You can invite them to
your Post for special events or
patriotic celebrations. Let your
members tell their experiences,
frustrations and triumphs.
Auxiliaries must remain
impartial. When seeking support
to pass upcoming legislation or
for a special project, you can
invite your current
representative, regardless of
party. However, when hosting
events for election purposes,
you should invite candidates
from all the parties. Either way,
collaborating with your VFW
on these events that connects
members to local lawmakers
will qualify Auxiliaries for the
National award.
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